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TDH Deputy Commissioner 

Population Health
• Family Health and Wellness

• Population Health Assessment

• Health Disparities Elimination

• Vital Records/Statistics

• State Chief Medical Examiner

• Primary Prevention



Circa 1985

Immigrant to USA

2nd grader in Athens, GA
Not smiling because I had no 

front teeth
Title I elementary school

SNAP, Medicaid, free 
breakfast/lunch program

Sister in Head Start 
Brother in WIC program



Your ZIP code 
shouldn’t 
determine 
how long you 
live, but it 
does.

Brentwood
Williamson 
County 

37027
Life expectancy

91

Altamont
Grundy 
County

37301
Life expectancy

69
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org



Why Maternal and Infant Health Matters

 Maternal and infant health 
reflect the strength of TN’s 
healthcare system

✓ Access

✓ Quality 

✓ Coordination

✓ Prevention



Objectives

 Current landscape

 Persistent Disparities

 Data to Action

 Emerging Issues

 Call to Action

 Vision: Healthy People, Healthy 
Communities, Healthy Tennessee



Fetal Health



Fetal Health: Fetal Mortality Across TN

 Top identified causes:
• Placenta, cord, membrane 

complications

• Maternal complications 

• Maternal conditions unrelated to 
pregnancy

 Higher rates associated with:
• Pre-pregnancy diabetes or HTN

• Obesity

• Maternal infections

• Previous pregnancy loss

• Preterm birth

• Smoking during pregnancy

5.3x higher fetal mortality in 

women with no prenatal care.

Next Report: 2026



Fetal Health: Mortality Rates, 2013-2023

22% 
Tennessee’s fetal 

mortality rate 
declined to 22% 
from 2013–2023, 

meeting the 
Healthy People 
2030 goal of 5.7 
per 1,000 births 

for the first time 
in 10 years.



Fetal Health: Mortality, 2022-2023



Fetal Health: Data to Action, Count the Kicks

 Evidence-based stillbirth 
prevention app

 Engagement since 
launch:
• 4,218 New TN users

• 49,176 TN website visits

• 589 orders placed by 
partners

• 189,875 CTK materials 
distributed 



Fetal Health: Data to Action, CTK Distribution



Infant Health



Infant Health: Infant Mortality Report



Infant Health: Infant Mortality, 2019-2023

Data Source: Tennessee Department of Health, Division of Vital Records and Statistics, Death Statistical File, 2019-2023



Infant Health: Mortality Rates by Region



Infant Health: Birth Defects

Data Source: Tennessee Department of Health, Division of Vital Records and Statistics, Death Statistical File, 2019-2023



Infant Health: Birth Defects Risk Factors



Infant Health: Birth Defects 



Infant Health: Data to Action



Infant Health: Key Recommendations



Infant Health: Data to Action, Safe Sleep



Infant Health: Data to Action, Safe Sleep



Infant Health: Data to Action, Welcome Baby

The TDH Mother-Infant Welcome Baby pilot program provides tailored 
information to mothers on pregnancy, birth, infant health, and child 
development to help reduce infant mortality.



Infant Health: Data to Action, Welcome Baby Pilot 



Maternal Health



Maternal Health: Pregnancy-Related Deaths, 2021-23



Maternal Health: Pregnancy-Related Deaths



Maternal Health, Disparities, 2021-2023



Maternal Health: Task Force and Planning



Maternal Health: Recommendations



Maternal Health: Data to Action



Maternal Health: Data to Action, Providers



Maternal Health: Data to Action, Community



Emerging Issues



Maternal Vaccinations



Infant Vaccinations



Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)



Birthing Facility Closures

 Sweetwater Hospital 
Association
• Closed Feb 28th

• Low reimbursement, increased 
cost, declining volume

 Southern TN Health System 
in Pulaski
• Closed December 2025

• Low birthing volumes 



Additional Residency Spots

 Regional One
• Memphis, TN

• Added 3 spots for OB/Gyn

 Baptist Memorial Hospital, 
• Huntingdon, TN

• Add 2 FM residency spots



Rural Health 
Transformation Fund



Rural Health Transformation Fund (RHTF)

$237M directly supports maternal and infant initiatives; the remaining 
focus areas strengthen the systems they rely on, such as rural access, 

workforce capacity, technology, and prevention.



RHTF Focus Areas



Call to Action



Getting Involved: Join a Committee

 Perinatal Advisory

 Birth Defects

 Genetics Advisory

 Fetal/Infant Mortality

 Child Fatality

 Children’s Special Services

 Maternal Mortality

 Traumatic Brain Injury

 Food and Nutrition

 Health and Housing

 Many more…



TDH Resources: Legislative Reports



TN State Loan Repayment Programs

• Loan repayment for TN Primary 
care practitioners in exchange 
for working a 2-year obligation 
in an HPSA

• Also have loan repayment for:
o Family Practice physicians
o Dentists
o Local health department 

clinicians



Getting Involved: Community Level

 County Health Councils

 Health Disparities Task Force
• Email: TDH.OFBCE@tn.gov

 Maternal Health Task Force
• Email: MHI.Health@tn.gov

 TN Health Alert Network
• Email: TNHAN.CEDEP@tn.gov

 Tracking Legislation
• Website: https://www.capitol.tn.gov/legislation/

mailto:MHI.Health@tn.gov
https://www.capitol.tn.gov/legislation/


Getting Involved: Advocacy

 Contacting legislators 

 Professional medical advocacy 
groups at the state level

 Watch proposed bills

 Day on the Hill



How You Advocate Matters



Why TIPQC?

What we do here matters.
What changes outcomes for mothers and babies 

is doing the work together.



No matter how big a 
child is, they cannot 
deny that they were 
once carried on the 
back of a woman. 

--Nigerian proverb



Questions?
Tobi.Amosun@tn.gov

Thank You!


	Slide 1: Maternal and Infant Health in TN
	Slide 2: TDH Deputy Commissioner 
	Slide 3: Circa 1985
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Why Maternal and Infant Health Matters
	Slide 6: Objectives
	Slide 7: Fetal Health
	Slide 8: Fetal Health: Fetal Mortality Across TN
	Slide 9: Fetal Health: Mortality Rates, 2013-2023
	Slide 10: Fetal Health: Mortality, 2022-2023
	Slide 11: Fetal Health: Data to Action, Count the Kicks
	Slide 12: Fetal Health: Data to Action, CTK Distribution
	Slide 13: Infant Health
	Slide 14: Infant Health: Infant Mortality Report
	Slide 15: Infant Health: Infant Mortality, 2019-2023
	Slide 16: Infant Health: Mortality Rates by Region
	Slide 17: Infant Health: Birth Defects
	Slide 18: Infant Health: Birth Defects Risk Factors
	Slide 19: Infant Health: Birth Defects 
	Slide 20: Infant Health: Data to Action
	Slide 21: Infant Health: Key Recommendations
	Slide 22: Infant Health: Data to Action, Safe Sleep
	Slide 23: Infant Health: Data to Action, Safe Sleep
	Slide 24: Infant Health: Data to Action, Welcome Baby
	Slide 25: Infant Health: Data to Action, Welcome Baby Pilot 
	Slide 26: Maternal Health
	Slide 27: Maternal Health: Pregnancy-Related Deaths, 2021-23
	Slide 28: Maternal Health: Pregnancy-Related Deaths
	Slide 29: Maternal Health, Disparities, 2021-2023
	Slide 30: Maternal Health: Task Force and Planning
	Slide 31: Maternal Health: Recommendations
	Slide 32: Maternal Health: Data to Action
	Slide 33: Maternal Health: Data to Action, Providers
	Slide 34: Maternal Health: Data to Action, Community
	Slide 35: Emerging Issues
	Slide 36: Maternal Vaccinations
	Slide 37: Infant Vaccinations
	Slide 38: Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)
	Slide 39: Birthing Facility Closures
	Slide 40: Additional Residency Spots
	Slide 41
	Slide 42: Rural Health Transformation Fund (RHTF)
	Slide 43: RHTF Focus Areas
	Slide 44: Call to Action
	Slide 45: Getting Involved: Join a Committee
	Slide 46: TDH Resources: Legislative Reports
	Slide 47: TN State Loan Repayment Programs
	Slide 48: Getting Involved: Community Level
	Slide 49: Getting Involved: Advocacy
	Slide 50: How You Advocate Matters
	Slide 51: Why TIPQC?
	Slide 52
	Slide 53: Questions? Tobi.Amosun@tn.gov

