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Tennessee Child Fatality Report
2024 (2022 Data)

National Leading Causes of Medical Death, Ages 0-12 Months
1. Birth Defects
2. Preterm Birth

3. Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS)
4. Unintentional Injuries

Tennessee Leading Causes of Medical Death, Ages 0-12 Months
1. Birth Defects

2. Unintentional Injury
3. Preterm Birth

4. Maternal Complications



Prematurity and unsafe sleep continue to be 
leading causes of preventable infant deaths

The following strategies are recommended to address risk factors and disparities 
related to infant safe sleep and prematurity

Safe Sleep Collaboratives with community partners
Screen mothers for tobacco use
Identify high-risk populations to tailor outreach
Reduce barriers to prenatal care
Ensure local birthing centers provide safe sleep 

education prior to discharge
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Safe Sleep 
Recommendations



Infant Water Safety

 Watch children when they are in 
or near water. Keep infants and 
toddlers within arm’s reach of an 
adult during bath time.

 Maker sure you have everything 
you need for bath time before 
placing your child in the tub. 
Gather towels, clothes, soap and 
toys before bath time begins so 
you don’t have to leave your child 
along.

 Empty tubs, buckets, containers, 
and kids’ pools immediately after 
use. Store them upside down so 
they don’t collect water.

 Before placing your child in the 
bath, check the water 
temperature with the inside of your 
wrist. The water should feel warm 
to the touch, not hot.

 Close lids and doors. Keep toilet 
lids and doors to bathrooms and 
laundry rooms closed when not in 
use. 





Medicine 
Safety
 Keep all medicine out of 

children’s reach and sight, even 
medicine you take every day.

 Use a medicine schedule to 
keep track of your child’s 
medicine.

 Remember that child-resistant 
packaging is not childproof.





Preventing Burns

 Teach young children to stay at least 3 feet 
away from your cooking space by creating a 
kid-free zone.

 Teach older kids how to cook safely.
 Avoid holding a child while cooking, eating, 

or drinking hot food or beverages.
 Watch children around fireplaces.





Resources

 Tennessee Child Fatality Annual Report, 2024: 
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/program-areas/Child-
Fatality-Review-Report-2024-Infographic.pdf 

 Safe Kids Worldwide: A Parents Guide: 
https://9ceccac0dbc2b96249f9-
5eaefc3c6453d98ba3a39476e1c4383a.ssl.cf5.rackcdn.com/A%20Pa
rents%20Guide-ENGLISH.pdf 
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https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/program-areas/Child-Fatality-Review-Report-2024-Infographic.pdf
https://9ceccac0dbc2b96249f9-5eaefc3c6453d98ba3a39476e1c4383a.ssl.cf5.rackcdn.com/A%20Parents%20Guide-ENGLISH.pdf
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